The hydro-distilled essential oil obtained from the aerial parts of Syzygium kanarense (Talbot) Raizada (Myrtaceae) was investigated for the first time by gas chromatography equipped with flame ionization detector (GC-FID) and gas chromatography coupled with mass spectrometry (GC/MS). Fifty-two constituents were identified, which represented 91.9% of the total oil. The major compounds were seychellene (7.3%), α-muurolol (5.4%), cis-cadinene ether (5.3%), β-vetivenene (5.1%), 10 epi-γ-eudesmol (4.8%), guaiol (4.5%), longiborneol (4.1%), δ-elemene (4.1%) and α-muurolene (4.1%). The oil was found to be rich in sesquiterpene hydrocarbon (49.5%) type constituents.
Syzygium kanarense (Talbot) Raizada of the family Myrtaceae is a tall tree grows up to 30m height. The leaves are up to 4.5×9 cm, elliptic, acute at the base, acuminate at apex, acumen up to 1.3cm. The flowers are white, 0.6-0.8 cm across, nearly sessile, buds globose, creamish white. The fruit is up to 2×1.2 cm with single seed, purple in color when mature, pulpy and crowned with the persistent calyx [1] . S. kanarense was described by Talbot in 1897 from the evergreen forests of the Gerusoppa Ghat in the North Kanara district of Karnataka. The species was collected again in 1964 after a gap of 67 years, by R. Sundararaghavan from the Hulical Ghat forests of the adjoining Shimoga District in Karnataka [1] . Nayar (1996) considers this as a critically endangered species and to have last been seen by Talbot discounting the collection of R. Sundararaghavan [2] . After a gap of 47 years, Shenoy et al. 2015 have rediscovered S. kanarense species only from the evergreen forests in the Gerusoppa region of Uttara Kannada district, Karnataka [1] . This communication presents the essential oil constituents of the aerial parts of S. kanarense. To the best of the authors knowledge this is the first report on the chemical composition of the essential oil of S. kanarense aerial parts.
Fifty-two compounds were identified according to their mass spectra and their relative retention indices determined on a nonpolar stationary phase capillary column, comprising 91.9% of the total oil constituents ( Table 1 ). The major compounds were seychellene (7.3%), α-muurolol (5.4%), cis-cadinene ether (5.3%), β-vetivenene (5.1%), 10 epi-γ-eudesmol (4.8%), guaiol (4.5%), longiborneol (4.1%), δ-elemene (4.1%) and α-muurolene (4.1%). The oil was found to be rich in sesquiterpene hydrocarbons (49.5%), followed by oxygenated sesquiterpenes (39.8%), monoterpene hydrocarbons (2.2%) and oxygenated monoterpene (0.4%). RI=Retention index relative to C8-C25n-alkanes on BP-1column, MS=NIST and Wiley library and the literature, t=trace (<0.1%), CI=Co-injection of commercial samples.
